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1. ABSTRACT: The Framework of Compassionate Comprehension

This analysis interrogates the precarious intersection of contemporary “toxic empathy”—
characterized by Elizabeth Bruenig as a rhetorical device that reinforces “might makes right”—
and Dr. Neville Buch’s counter-framework of “Compassionate Comprehension.” Utilizing the
“Dynamic of Cognition” (DoC) as the primary diagnostic tool, this essay deconstructs the cognitive
failures inherent in anonymous critiques of Buch’s work. The DoC maps the quaternary interplay
between internal states (Thinking/Feeling) and information inputs (Sensation/Intuition),
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revealing that such criticisms are rarely substantive intellectual disagreements. Instead, they
represent an ontological collapse into “Specialized Ignorance.”

The thesis posits that critics remain trapped in a “closed loop” of automaticity, relying on “potted
thinking” and unreflective prejudice (Buch 2026, 2). By treating “Attitudes” as mere opinions
rather than durable “residues of experience” that condition behaviour (Buch 2025, 2), critics fail
to achieve the “Fusion of Horizons” necessary for genuine dialogue. This paper argues for a
transition from the “Junior” mindset of unreflective execution toward a “Senior” state of social
accountability, mediated by the procedural filter of the POLICE model. Ultimately,
Compassionate Comprehension is presented as the only viable scaffolding for “Open
Constitutionalism” and a genuine “Level Playing Field.” By restoring “Human Authorship” and
utilizing “Thick Ethical Concepts,” society can move beyond inherited political confusion toward
a landscape that affirms the “dignity of difference” (Symposium Concept 2023, 1).

2. INTRODUCTION: The Architecture of the Horizon

The cognitive architecture of the human person is fundamentally defined by Heideggerian
Geworfenheit—the state of being “thrown into the world” where the cyclical beginning of all
inquiry is necessarily rooted in prejudice (Buch 2025, 1). Within the Dynamic of Cognition (DoC)
framework, prejudice is not a mere moral failing but the initial state of unexamined belief in
“commonality,” the fallacious assumption that one's personal perception of reality constitutes a
universal standard (Buch 2026, 2).

The DoC model explicates the movement from this unreflective starting point toward
comprehensive knowledge through four primary states: prejudice (pre-judgement), attitudes
(the forcefulness in ideas), typologies of value (collective perceptions of importance), and the
agency of exclusion or inclusion. Dr. Buch identifies Jungian classifications—Sensation, Intuition,
Thinking, and Feeling—as “better answers” for categorizing these dynamics because they
“vaguely float in the dynamic space” of cognition until the meaning of terms becomes concrete
through connection with “thick concepts” (Buch 2025, 1).

Critics of this framework frequently fail precisely because they attempt to fix meanings
prematurely within simplistic binaries, such as the strict opposition of religion versus secularity.
Buch characterizes these binaries as “political devices of confusion” designed to shift the public
away from understanding political options intelligently (Buch 2024, 1-2). Genuine
comprehension requires resisting these reductive devices and acknowledging that every idea is
intimately linked to an affective attitude that configures the person-world relation (Buch 2025,
4).
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3. SECTION 1: Contextual Misunderstandings and the “Analytical Abyss”

Contextual failures in contemporary discourse typically stem from a “closed loop” of automaticity
(Buch 2026, 2). Critics utilize “potted thinking,” accepting compressed, ready-made statements
to bypass the labour of deep reflection. This reliance on the “deceptive simplicity of appearance”
leads to the “Analytical Abyss” —an ontological state where the mind operates on “thin” concepts
divorced from the multi-textured reality of lived experience (Buch 2026, Endnote 5).

The Failure of Contextual Perception: Potted Thinking vs. Deep Reflection

Feature Specialized Ignorance (Potted Fusion of Horizons (Deep
Thinking) Reflection)

Conceptual Operates on “thin” concepts and Synthesizes diverse perspectives

Density technical formalisms. and “thick” concepts.

Epistemic Loop Closed loop; reinforces and Open system; temporal,
moralizes existing prejudices. revisable, and investigative.

Interpersonal Filters out the “Other” via wilful Internalizes the “Other” via

Engagement ignorance/exclusion. empathy and inclusion.

Ontological An “Analytical Abyss” divorced from | Interpersonal knowledge;

Outcome lived reality. mutual understanding.

Critics consistently misunderstand “Attitudes” as superficial opinions. In the DoC framework,
attitudes are the “residues of experience that condition and control activity,” functioning as
“unconscious habits” that express profound tendencies toward action (Buch 2025, 2). When
these attitudes become moralized, they are perceived as objective and universally true
standards, triggering resistance to compromise. The “Specialized Ignorance” of the critic assumes
their perception is the standard, whereas the “Fusion of Horizons” requires the interpersonal
synthesis of individual knowledge with the historical and lived context of others (Buch 2026,
Endnotes 5, 7).

4. SECTION 2: Political Misunderstandings and the Failure of Open Constitutionalism

Political discourse is often stymied by a reliance on binaries like “Idealism vs. Realism,” which
serve as devices to deliberately obscure intelligent reform (Buch 2024, 1). To remedy this, Buch

? u

synthesizes Jirgen Habermas’ “communicative action” with “Open Constitutionalism” (Option

iv). Communicative action serves as the procedural remedy to manufactured confusion,

Dr Neville Buch 30 September 2026 Page 3



Compassionate Comprehension vs. Toxic Empathy: A Critique of
Contextual and Political Cognitive Failures

providing the dialogical approach necessary for a “Level Playing Field”—a state where the
government treats all substantive belief systems fairly by removing the privilege status of any
single grouping (Buch 2024, 2).

Critics frequently misuse the concept of the “Level Playing Field” by failing to grasp the “Academic
Translation” required for reform. They remain in a “Populistic Translation” that relies on
imprecise metaphors of the political landscape (Buch 2024, 1-2). This failure ignores the
transition from an inherited Christian heritage to an open society that affirms the “dignity of
difference” (Symposium Concept 2023, 1). Open Constitutionalism allows common ground to be
negotiated periodically through mutual dialogue, rather than being fixed by “closed
constitutionalism” and its rigid adherence to perceived origins (Buch 2024, 2).

5. SECTION 3: The Lessons of Compassionate Comprehension and 'Panser’

Elizabeth Bruenig (2026) observes the argument that modern empathy often becomes “toxic”
when it reinforces the interests of the powerful under the guise of sentimentality. In contrast,
Buch offers the concept of panser—thinking as caring—which necessitates a movement from
simple “Inclusion” (sympathy) to a comprehensive “Horizon Worldview” (Buch 2026, 1).

This transition is facilitated by Bernard Williams’ “Thick Ethical Concepts” (e.g., courage,
kindness, integrity). Unlike “thin” concepts, these terms unite factual description with evaluative
meaning, providing the “genuine determinateness” required to move from abstract values
toward concrete social practice (Buch 2026, 2-4).

Three Core Lessons of Compassionate Comprehension

1. Rejection of the “lllusion of Commonality”: The proactive recognition that the “Other”
does not necessarily share one's starting points or perceptions.

2. Transformation of Habits: The conversion of unconscious, automatic “Attitudes” into
intentional, reflective, and critical activities.

3. Social Accountability through Eudaimonia: A shift from narrow material utility toward
Aristotelian flourishing, measuring value by its contribution to the social whole (Buch
2026, 2-3).

6. SECTION 4: The Imperative of Human Authorship and the POLICE Model

The restoration of “Human Authorship” is the core humanist imperative of the DoC. It seeks to
reinstate the “Who” of the person as a proactive master rather than a “passive conduit” for
technical or bureaucratic systems (Buch 2026, 3-5). This restoration requires a developmental
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ascent from a “Junior” mindset—characterized by unreflective execution—to a “Senior” state of
social accountability and intentionality (Buch 2026, 3).

The mechanism for this ascent is the POLICE model (Philosophically Ontology Logic Intersect
Compatibility Education). This procedural filter is designed to identify and eliminate “institutional
bullshit,” manufactured myths, and “widely-believed falsehoods” (Buch 2024; Buch 2026, 4).

The “Save Victoria Park” context provides a definitive proof of the “Analytical Abyss” in action.
Proponents of the stadium development operate within a “Junior” mindset, utilizing the technical
formalisms of the “Deed of Grant in Trust (DOGIT)” to bypass environmental and heritage
protections (SVP 2025, Legal 12, 15). Through “Specialized Ignorance,” they reduce the park to
the “thin” concept of “vacant land” (SVP 2025, Myth 22). Conversely, a “Senior” mindset applies
Compassionate Comprehension to recognize “thick” concepts like “Barrambin” or “York’s
Hollow” —irreplaceable cultural landscapes and First Nations meeting places (SVP 2025, Heritage
9, 11). The failure to apply the POLICE filter leads to the proposed destruction of 66% of the park,
including 200-year-old Eucalyptus Tereticornis trees, under the guise of a sustainable Olympic
legacy (SVP 2025, Environmental 1, 3).

7. CONCLUSION: Toward a Level Playing Field

The “Analytical Abyss” generated by critics’ “Specialized Ignorance” creates a state of non-
engagement that prevents the genuine dialogue required for a healthy democracy (Buch 2026,
3). By remaining anchored in unreflective prejudice, they fail to connect their working concepts
to the lived reality of the world.

A “Level Playing Field” is achievable only when the State removes the privilege status of specific
groupings and treats all substantive belief systems fairly (Buch 2024, 2). Compassionate
Comprehension enables the “Fusion of Horizons,” an interpersonal process where individual
knowledge is synthesized with the experiences of others. This allows society to move beyond
inherited prejudice and “potted thinking” toward a future governed by intentional human
authorship and the “dignity of difference” (Buch 2026, 4; Symposium Concept 2023, 1).
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