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Introduction (Review of Task) 

The strategic diagnosis of societal collapse serves as the prerequisite for navigating 
“Permacrisis,” a state of prolonged, multi-dimensional instability. This condition is 
historically paralleled by the collapse of the Western Roman Empire—a disruption that 
necessitated Saint Augustine’s architectural feat, The City of God. Within this chaos, we 
identify the phenomenon of “Denoetization,” defined as the systematic surrender of 
independent, rational thought to deterministic, automated systems. Whether manifesting as 
ancient Stoic fate or modern algorithmic determinism, this surrender erodes human agency.  
 
Procedure for Research 

To reclaim hope, we must analyze the competitive landscape of human will through a lens 
of moral order, acknowledging that an “inordinate preference for lower goods” leads to the 
neglect of higher, universal values. This disorder creates a “mass of perdition” (massa 

damnata) where human reason is enfeebled by the “root of evil” found in unrefined 
desires.The following architecture contrasts the surrender of agency against its restoration 
through relational metacognition: 
 
| Feature | Automated Control / Determinism | Active Metacognition / Free Will  
 
|| Philosophical Root | Manichaean and Stoic “Fate” | Augustinian Relational Agency  
|| Cognitive Mechanism | Passive adherence to “pre-ordained” material bounds. | Capacity 
for faith and reason, restored by Grace.  
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|| The 412 Shift Nuance | Human choice is an illusion within the system.  
| Post-412: Agency is realized through Divine unilateral pre-determination conquering the 
will.  
|| Moral Framework | Choices dictated by external necessity. | Recognition of the lex 

naturalis (natural law).  
|| Primary Outcome | Surrender to deterministic systems. | A “restless journey” toward 
intelligible truth. | 
 
Transitioning from this diagnosis of crisis, we must now examine the mechanics of human 
cognition required to rebuild a resilient agency. 
 
The Historical Resources 

Strategic stability requires governance frameworks that respect both natural law and human 
biology. The architecture of mind-body governance is encapsulated in two primary models: 
 
The NDB Model (Nature-Deity-Body) 

● Nature: The lex naturalis (natural law), identifiable by all who possess wisdom 
and conscience through the use of reason. 

● Deity: The doctrine of “Divine Illumination” as the necessary condition for 
recognizing intelligible realities; the mind requires an active “lighting” to perceive 
truth. 

● Body: A fundamental “Respect for the Body” as belonging to the very nature of 
the person, necessitating its transformation and protection in the resurrection. 

 
The POLICE Framework for Mind-Body Governance 

Drawing from the theory of “Just Coercion,” this framework transitions from arbitrary 
force to a pastoral strategy of reform: 
● P – Policy:  The legitimacy of laws must be grounded in nature; mortal law should 

not force virtue but remain just. 
● O – Order:  The preservation of the “natural order” is the primary objective of any 

governance system. 
● L – Liberty:  A constraint on arbitrary power, recognizing that “an unjust law is 

no law at all” and people are not obligated to obey mandates that violate reason. 
● I – Intelligence:  The use of corrective punishment to make individuals “less 

vicious” and “ready to be reasoned with.” 
● C – Coercion:  Redefined through the Latin Cogo (to gather/collect), viewing 

strategy as the “gathering together” of individuals for reform rather than physical 
force. 

● E – Ethics:  A pastoral strategy of “inward nurturance,” where discipline is a tool 
of loving correction and instruction. 
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The Structure 

Navigating volatile environments necessitates a structured cognitive architecture that 
transcends simple data processing. The “4E” model—positing that cognition is Embodied, 
Embedded, Enacted, and Extended—finds its most robust historical synthesis in 
Augustinian relational metacognition. 
 
● Embodied: Cognition is fundamentally integrated with the physical self, viewed 

as a “perfect unity of soul and body.” Augustine encapsulates this through the 
intimate metaphor caro tua, coniunx tua —specifically, “your body is your wife.” 

● Embedded & Extended: Human intelligence utilizes its environment and history. 
This is evidenced in the “vast fields of memory,” where individuals employ spatial 
and architectural metaphors to organize information, effectively extending the mind 
into an internal landscape. 

● Enacted: Cognition is an active participation. For the Document Architect, this is 
the “act of faith” or the soul's participation in reason; the soul is a substance “fit for 
ruling the body,” meaning knowledge is performed through the exercise of will. 

● Relational: Understanding is never isolated, necessitating the “argument from 
analogy to other minds” and the critical role of “testimony.” Knowledge is a social 
endeavor derived from the reports and lived experiences of others. 

 
The Hierarchical Classification of Being 

To apply cognition ethically, the framework posits a strict hierarchy of existence: 
1. Existing Entities: Those things that merely possess being (inanimate objects). 
2. Living Entities: Those things that exist and possess life (biological life). 
3. Intelligent/Rational Entities: Those that exist, live, and possess the capacity for 

intelligence and reason. This classification necessitates a transition from cold 
calculation to the ethical application of “thinking as caring.” 

 
The Principle 

Integrating intellectual labor with ethical care (Contributory Care) is a strategic imperative. 
The “Panseur Principle” synthesizes penser (to think) with panser (to heal/care), a duality 
grounded in the metaphysical status of the human person. In the treatise On Care to Be 

Had for the Dead, Augustine argues that respect for the body is not optional; the body is 
not a mere ornament but belongs to the “very nature of the human person.” Therefore, the 
soul's governance of the body through reason is not a cold administration but a restorative 
act of care. This principle necessitates a shift from “Self-centeredness”—the incurvatus in 

se (being turned inward) that marked the Fall—toward “Proper Love.” Proper Love is the 
denial of selfish pleasure for the communal good, acknowledging the hierarchy of values. 
By reorienting intelligence toward the vita socialis (social life), we reclaim hope within a  
massa damnata, healing the “moral disorder” of the competitive landscape through the 
stewardship of neighborly love. 
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The Conclusion 

The strategic imperative is to move beyond “uncompensated voluntarism” toward a 
sustainable “City of God”—a society ruled by love. The following actions define this 
transition:  
 

The Abolition of Cognitive Slavery:  Organizations must reject the “man over man” 
dominion. True leadership follows the primitive model of the “shepherd” (of cattle) rather 
than the “king” (over men). Reclaiming agency involves the “pious act” of freeing others 
from systems of servitude, encouraging them to serve not through “crafty fear,” but through 
“faithful love.  
 
“Pedagogical Interactive Dialogue:  Effective organizational learning necessitates 
“dialectic.” This requires a “lively interactive dialogue” that adapts to different 
backgrounds: challenging the well-educated, being patient with the uneducated, and 
humbling the overconfident to show the difference between “having words” and “having 
understanding”.  
 
“Prudent Financial Stewardship:  Success demands the prudence described by 
Possidius: working tirelessly, eating sparingly (metaphorically avoiding excess), and 
despising “gossip” or unproductive noise. Leaders must act as “stewards of the truth,” 
managing resources for the long-term preservation of the community.  
 

The Reclamation of the Common Origin: Sustainability is found in vita socialis (social 
life). This care economy is grounded in the “witness theory” of recognizing the common 
origin of all humanity. Peace is not a static state but a long-term preservation effort, 
requiring the defensive protection of the vulnerable.  
 

Closing Reflection: The pursuit of truth is a “restless journey” that welcomes development 
and reconsideration. Modern strategic rest finds its highest expression in the Christianae 

vitae otium —the leisure of Christian life—where rest is not idleness, but the freedom to 
contribute to the common good through a mind illuminated by truth. 
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