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Abstract

This essay evaluates the historic 2026 American midterm election results—characterized by a
dramatic Democratic sweep of both the House of Representatives and the United States Senate
across traditional Republican strongholds—through the theoretical and operational framework
of the Management Institute for Contributory Economy (MICE). Moving beyond conventional
political commentary, this analysis demonstrates how the electorate’s rejection of populist
economic rationalism and corporate oligarchy aligns with MICE’s foundational mandates. This
paper establishes: (1) how MICE’s deconstruction of “unfair competition strategies” and
technocratic gatekeeping unmasks the mechanisms used by entrenched interests to suppress

! The original articles and essay is humanly devised. Artificial Intelligence (A.l.) has been fairly used in the
production of this work. The tool used is Google NotebookLM (recently rebranded as Gemini Notebook). It is an Al-
powered virtual research assistant and thinking partner designed to help a person interact deeply with their own
documents. Unlike general chatbots, it is source-grounded, meaning it only generates answers based on the
specific PDFs, documents, or links uploaded. The A.l. process in the production of this work has been limited to the
attached (prompts) on each of the questions in turn. This ensures an accurate reading of each source. The author
then rearranged and re-edited the answers the A.l. provided. The human author publishes this work. A.l. is never
an author when used properly. This assistance is not qualitatively different from a human research assistant when
that assistance is deemed to have no authorial status but is acknowledged.
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heterodox economic models; (2) why a successful legislative transformation requires
“comprehensive and compassionate strategies” grounded in panser (thinking as caring),
conviviality, and substantial fairness through the Contributory Income Scheme; (3) how the
manifesto “Rise Up and Shine” operationalises institutional repentance (metanoia), Universal
Pragmatics, and the Triadic Governance Engine to re-author public governance from “Junior”
execution to “Senior” human authorship; and (4) how the post-2007 paradigm of New
International Scholarship provides the meta-theoretical basis to overcome Al-driven
denoetization, dismantle “Trumpocene” regression, and realize Aristotelian flourishing
(eudaimonia).

1. Introduction: The 2026 Midterm Realignment as a Systemic Shift

The 2026 American midterm elections delivered an unprecedented realignment in contemporary
democratic politics, resulting in a sweeping Democratic takeover of both the House of
Representatives and the United States Senatel!l(2], Breaking decades-long droughts in historically
conservative states—such as Senate victories in Kansas, Texas, and North Carolina, alongside
gubernatorial flips in Georgia and Texas—the election results signalled a profound public
rejection of market fundamentalism, corporate deregulation, and autocratic rhetoricl!l. Survey
data across key voting demographics revealed that widespread dissatisfaction with economic
inequality, the erosion of public institutions, and threats to democratic agency were the primary
catalysts for this historic realignment!®l,

However, as political theorists within the Management Institute for Contributory Economy
(MICE) argue, an electoral victory alone is insufficient to guarantee lasting civilisational
renewal”8, Without a rigorous philosophical and administrative framework, new legislative

I “"

majorities routinely fall into the trap of neoliberal “retail governance”—reducing public
administration to short-term transaction management, media-driven “Political Profit,” and
managerial “satisficing”®l. To transform this electoral wave into a sustainable democratic
renaissance, governance must be re-anchored in the principles of the Contributory Economy:
restoring human authorship, protecting noodiversity (epistemological pluralism), and re-

orienting public policy toward Aristotelian Flourishing ( Eudaimonia )*3!,
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2. Point 1: Unfair Competition Strategies: Deconstructing Technocratic Gatekeeping

The 2026 midterm results unfolded against a backdrop of intense institutional opposition, where
entrenched corporate interests and political elites deployed massive self-funded capital—such
as billionaire-backed $200 million campaighs—to preserve neoliberal hegemony!’l. In political
economy, these tactics manifest as unfair competition strategies designed to enforce a
technocratic monopoly over public policy and suppress heterodox economic alternatives [36,
116; Luchel 2026b, pp. 5-12].

Dr Neville Buch 4 November 2026 Page 3



The 2026 Democratic Electoral Surge and the Architecture of
Contributory Governance: Operationalising the MICE Framework in
the Post-Trumpocene Era

1. The Catch-22 of “Prenatal Insolvency”: As Dr Neville Buch demonstrates, whenever non-
market economic models—such as MICE's Contributory Income Scheme or Universal
Basic Services—are introduced, technocratic gatekeepers routinely pronounce them
“insolvent” or “fiscally illiterate” prior to implementation [36, 48; Luchel 2026b, p. 8]. This
creates a structural Catch-22: proposals that aim to de-commodify social reproduction,
compensate unpaid caregiving (panser), and protect local history are rejected precisely
because they do not generate extractive corporate profitsi*!l, Meanwhile, corporate
subsidies and external consultancy fees are funded without requiring proof of social
return [36; Mazzucato & Collington 2023].

2. Asymmetrical Metric Enforcement: Technocratic governance maintains its authority by
restricting evaluation to “thin” market metrics—such as GDP growth, quarterly fiscal
returns, and narrow “job-ready” credentialismi?®, When heterodox frameworks propose
evaluating public health through Aristotelian Eudaimonia and biophysical resilience,
managers dismiss them as “unworkable moral fantasies” because they cannot be
flattened onto an administrative spreadsheet [25, 26, 32; Luchel 2026b, p. 3].

3. Deconstructing Gatekeeping via the POLICE Model and Jameel's Law: MICE counters
these gatekeeping strategies using the POLICE diagnostic engine ( Philosophically
Ontology Logic Intersect Compatibility Education )®l23l. Operating as an intellectual

Ill

immune system, the POLICE model “crap-detects” corporate PR spin, tests ontological
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premises, and unmasks “institutional bullshit”®l. This is paired with Arif Jameel’s
Economic Law of Responsibility Burden, which exposes how automated administrative
portals do not eliminate operational costs, but merely transfer unpriced cognitive and
temporal liabilities downward onto individual citizens [65; Jameel 2026, p. 55].

3. Point 2: The Need for Comprehensive and Compassionate Strategies

A major insight emerging from the 2026 electoral sea-change is that negative polarization—
simply voting against autocratic or market-fundamentalist overreach—cannot sustain a society
over the long term!.. To turn electoral mandates into genuine societal healing, incoming
lawmakers must adopt Comprehensive and Compassionate Strategies that rebuild the social
commons and restore dignity to public lifel*3!,

e Panser (Thinking as Caring) as a Procedural Shield: Drawing on Bernard Stiegler and
French philosophy, MICE re-invents “panser” (thinking as caring) as a procedural “shield”
and methodological tenderness in public administration!4. Rather than treating citizens
as passive clients or “puny nodes” in bureaucratic networks, compassionate governance
embeds empathy and moral responsibility into legislative design[?',
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e Substantial Fairness via the Contributory Income Scheme: Modelled on open-source
collaboration and artistic intermittence, MICE’s Contributory Income Scheme decouples
human survival from narrow market utility!*8127, By compensating unpaid care work,
independent research, local historical preservation, and environmental stewardship,
government ensures that no citizen is left behind due to structural market
disadvantages!*8l.

e Conviviality and Localized Care Regimes: In alignment with Ivan lllich’s concept of
conviviality, public infrastructure must be restructured to provide accessible, flexible
tools that promote community self-reliance and mutual flourishing?”31, As highlighted
in post-2007 scholarship, shifting social welfare away from remote, coercive
bureaucracies toward community-anchored care regimes fosters social coherence and
biophysical resilience?7!.

4. Point 3: Rise Up and Shine: Institutional Repentance and Re-Authoring Governance

The core operational blueprint for transforming public institutions is set out in Dr Neville Buch’s
manifesto, “Rise up and shine, for your light has come: Institutional Repentance and the Re-
Authoring of Public Governance in the MICE Framework” [91; Buch 2026f, pp. 1-2]. Buch
diagnoses modern public institutions as suffering from systemic denoetization—the mechanical
liquidation of human judgment under uncritical reliance on technocratic procedures, market
metrics, and automated Al algorithms [28, 91; Buch 2026f, p. 1].
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To reverse this regression, public administration must undergo institutional repentance (
metanoia ) [94; Buch 2026f, p. 1]. This requires abandoning strategic, purposive-rational
manipulation aimed at short-term “Political Profit” and adopting Jirgen Habermas’s Universal
Pragmatics®l. Under this framework, all legislative proposals and public consultations must raise
and reciprocally redeem four universal validity claims: comprehensibility, factual truth,
normative rightness, and internal sincerity*2,

Furthermore, the new congressional majority can operationalise MICE’s Triadic Governance
Engine:

1. Conservative Anchor (Preserve Good Value): Protecting intergenerational long circuits of
memory, historical wisdom, local traditions, and “thick ethical concepts” (such as
character, courage, and substantial fairness) against technocratic erasurel?2,

2. Liberal Inclusive Infrastructure (Decent Social Place): Guaranteeing broad social
placement, epistemological pluralism (noodiversity), and open, unconstrained “we-
spaces” for democratic deliberation(34l.

3. Radical Critical Imperative (Shift the Agenda): Dismantling neoliberal market hegemony,
using the POLICE model to unmask institutional myths, and replacing GDP accumulation
with Aristotelian Flourishing ( Eudaimonia ).,
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Through this triadic engine, public servants and citizens undergo a developmental ascent from
“Junior” unreflective execution—where individuals act as passive conduits in automated
systems—to “Senior” social accountability, reclaiming conscious competence and moral
agency4,

5. Point 4: New International Scholarship (post-2007)

The alignment between the 2026 electoral shift and the MICE framework is anchored in the post-
2007 paradigm of New International Scholarship [98; New International Scholarship 2026, pp. 1-
15]. Emerging as an interdisciplinary meta-theoretical movement in response to global financial
crises, automated digital control, and climate disruption, post-2007 scholarship brings together
canonical international thinkers—including Bernard Stiegler, Jirgen Habermas, Amartya Sen, Ben
Turner, Arif Jameel, and Neville Buch—to prevent “the victory of unexamined orthodoxies” [3,
13, 82; Becker 2015, p. xv].

e Overcoming “Trumpocene” Denoetization: Post-2007 scholarship diagnoses the
contemporary era—the “Trumpocene”—as an “immense regression” where automated
technical systems and corporate algorithms liquidate human judgment?!l. As Bernard
Stiegler warned, hyper-capitalist attempts to replace public deliberation with automated
control must be countered by reinventing public power and protecting noodiversity!*>!,
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e Moral Architecture vs. Technical Guardrails: In their synthesis on Al governance, Arif
Jameel and Neville Buch establish that technical containment algorithms and code-level
guardrails will always lag behind self-improving models [65, 67; Jameel & Buch 2026, p.
2]. True governance requires building a robust human moral architecture, enforcing
mandatory human-in-the-loop safeguards, and funding independent scholars through
professional contractualism!31,

o Empowering the Architect Generation: Formulated within Jameel's Diella Doctrine, post-
2007 scholarship identifies the “Architect Generation” (Gen Z and Alpha) as the crucial
cohort equipped to revive historical wisdom, dismantle speculative financial inflation, and
redesign social institutions for planetary survivall32l,

o The Synthesis of Being: Ultimately, post-2007 scholarship grounds public policy in the
Synthesis of Being (The Five Intentions)—reintegrating Self (identity), Mind (synoptic
judgment), Reason (procedural logic), Utility (socialized welfare), and Love (panser /
thinking as caring)*%. This ensures that the concrete human person (“the who”) remains
the proactive master of technical and administrative systems (“the what”)[*6],

6. Conclusion

The historic Democratic sweep in the 2026 American midterm elections represents a watershed
moment in contemporary political history!*. However, electoral victories only mark the beginning
of structural transformation. To prevent this realignment from dissolving into routine

technocratic management or neoliberal “retail governance,” policy-makers must embrace the
operational architecture of the Management Institute for Contributory Economy (MICE) [14, 108,

109; Buch 20264, p. 37].

By deconstructing unfair competition strategies, deploying the POLICE diagnostic engine,
institutionalising comprehensive and compassionate care regimes, and executing institutional
repentance (metanoia), public governance can be re-authored from the ground up [33, 48, 94;
Buch 2026f, p. 1]. Grounded in the post-2007 paradigm of New International Scholarship, MICE
provides the necessary roadmap to overcome automated denoetization, rebuild the public
commons, and lead society into a flourishing “City of Intellect” dedicated to truth-telling, human
authorship, substantial fairness, and Aristotelian eudaimonia [35, 52, 98; Buch 2026g, p. 2].
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